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Regular Pickens County Council Meeting  

December 5, 2016 

6:30 PM 

   

 County Council met in regular session, in the Auditorium, County Administration Facility, with 

Chairman Jennifer Willis presiding. Agendas, bearing date, time, and location of meeting were mailed to 

Council members and local news media on November 22, 2016.  The amended agendas were mailed on 

December 2, 2016. 

 

Council Members in Attendance: 

Jennifer H. Willis, Chairman  

Trey Whitehurst, Vice Chairman  

Tom Ponder, Vice Chairman Pro-Tem 

G. Neil Smith 

Randy Crenshaw 

Ensley Feemster  

  

Staff in Attendance:  

Gerald Wilson, County Administrator  

Ken Roper, County Attorney 

Crystal A. Alexander, Clerk to Council 

 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:             
 Chairman Willis called the meeting of December 5, 2016 to order and welcomed those in 

attendance.  Councilman Randy Crenshaw further led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

PRESENTATION OF COUNTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  (Moved ahead of County Council Service 

Awards per the Chairman): 

 Chairman Willis stated the presentation of County accomplishments is to recognize the Council, 

four of which will be departing on December 31
st
. 

 Councilman Tom Ponder welcomed Amanda Bauknightt to further present the Dacusville 

Community’s appreciation of Council for providing access to a facility in their district to develop a 

community center.   

 Staff presented the County’s accomplishments to recognize Council and to thank them for their 

efforts to serve Pickens County.   

 

COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICE AWARDS:   
 Chairman Willis thanked Councilman Randy Crenshaw, Councilman Tom Ponder and 

Councilman Neil Smith for their many years of service on Pickens County Council.  She further 

presented them with a plaque for their exceptional dedication and leadership to the Council and the 

citizens of Pickens County. 

 During the presentation of awards, Chairman Willis announced the Pinnacle Mountain fire was at 

100% containment as of today.  Chairman Willis further thanked everyone from Pickens County 

and various other agencies that worked tirelessly to contain the fire. 

 Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst thanked Chairman Willis for her many years of service on 

Pickens County Council.  He further presented her with a plaque for her exceptional dedication 

and leadership to the Council and the citizens of Pickens County. 

 County Attorney, Ken Roper, thanked Chairman Willis for her dedication and leadership to the 

Council by serving as Chairman; and further recognized her as the first woman elected to County 

Council in Pickens County.  Mr. Roper presented Chairman Willis with a gavel set. 
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PUBLIC FORUM: 
 Chairman Willis opened the Public Forum and requested the Clerk to call upon the citizens who 

signed up to speak.     

 

1. Johnnelle Raines:  Ms. Raines appeared to thank Council for their years of service to Pickens County 

and their willingness to listen to their constituents; to state her gratitude for Council’s action to pass a 

resolution regarding refugee resettlement; to request the departing Council to pass their recent mailing 

on Agenda 21 to the council-elect; to urge Council not except HUD funds; and lastly, Ms. Raines 

wanted to commend Junius Smith for his efforts in defending the Constitution.    

 

2. Junius Smith:  Mr. Smith appeared to discuss over collection and an email response he received from 

Senator Larry Martin; his objection to the issuance of bonds without consulting with the school board 

to determine if the referenced funds have been spent;  his opinion that the State of South Carolina is 

responsible for all construction at Tri-County Tech;  his opinion that the purchase of the $7.8 million  

bond is unconstitutional by violating Article 10, Section 5; and lastly expressed his opinion that 

Article 11, Section 3 and Article 10, Section 5 are being violated.  

 

3. Margaret Thompson:  Ms. Thompson appeared to request Council to address the Constitutional laws 

that Junius Smith and Johnnelle Raines speak about at the meetings. 

 Chairman Willis stated that the Council has a difference of opinion as it relates to the 

interpretation of the Constitutional law than Mr. Junius Smith does.  She stated the County does 

not set out to over collect.  The taxes are collected to fund the budget that the council approves 

every year, which is the Council’s responsibility, their duty, and their sworn oath.  She further 

stated if the County manages the money properly and does not disburse all of the funds; it is not 

over collected but rather being managed judiciously.  That money has been saved and allowed the 

County to pay for the jail. That is this Council’s interpretation and our legal counsel supports this 

interpretation completely. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 Motion was made by Chairman Willis and seconded by Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst to 

approve the November 7, 2016 and November 16, 2016-special called minutes as presented.  Councilman 

Neil Smith asked for confirmation the motion was to approve the amended November 7, 2016 minutes 

that were revised and provided to Council on November 30, 2016.  Chairman Willis confirmed the 

motion was to approve the revised version.  The motion unanimously passed.                                          
  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 

 Mr. Wilson updated Council on the following items: 

 

Presentation of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report:  Mr. Wilson called on Mr. Alan 

Robinson, from Cherry, Bekaert and Holland, to present the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for 

the fiscal year ended June 30, 2016.   

 

Mr. Robinson mentioned this is an unmodified or clean audit report.  Mr. Robinson announced that 

Pickens County has won the Government Finance Officer Association Certificate of Excellence in 

Financial Reporting.  He further mentioned this is significant, as it is a national award that is well-

received in the bond market.  Mr. Robinson thanked Ralph Guarino and his staff for their cooperation 

during the audit.   

 

Chairman Willis asked Mr. Robinson how many years in a row Pickens County has won this award.  He 

responded, eleven years in a row.  Chairman Willis stated this was a testament to Mr. Guarino and his 

staff.  She closed by stating Pickens County is very fortunate to have Mr. Guarino on staff. 
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Pinnacle Mountain Fire:  Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst asked Mr. Wilson if he had a cost to the 

County for the fire and how many fire departments were engaged in the process. 

 

Mr. Wilson stated that staff is still gathering data to determine the total cost.  He mentioned personnel and 

payroll would be the largest cost.  Mr. Wilson provided a rough estimated cost of $50,000-$75,000, but 

clarified this amount is subject to change.  He stated he should have a more definitive cost in the coming 

days. 

 

Mr. Wilson lastly stated all Pickens County fire departments were involved, at some point, during the 

containment efforts. 

 

COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE:   

 Chairman Willis opened the floor for any correspondence. 

 

Special Called Meeting:  Chairman Willis announced at this time she is not aware of anything, but 

should staff need it, they would call a special meeting if there is anything that has to be addressed in the 

month of December. 

 

Reflection on Service for Pickens County:  Councilman Tom Ponder stated he has been a public servant 

of Pickens County for forty-two years.  He began his career in 1974 working for the State and he came to 

Pickens County in 1986.  Councilman Tom Ponder stated he has seen the County transpire from 25,000 

people up to over 200,000.  Through the years the County has benefited, although sometimes not so 

much, from the County Council.  He further stated he has been serving, as a councilman, for twelve years 

and is very proud of the people he has served with.  The goal has been to serve the people of the County 

to the best of their abilities.  In regards to taxes, it is not the County’s money.  However, the people 

elected the members of council to ensure the money collected was spent wisely.  Councilman Tom 

Ponder continued to say that over the last twelve years, he has seen the diligent efforts of Council to be 

good stewards of the people’s money.  He has seen the Council agonize over budgets in an attempt to 

provide the service to the people that they greatly deserve.  At the same time, there were things that could 

not been done; not that they didn’t want to, but because the Council had to deal with the County’s issues 

first.  Councilman Ponder stated he is leaving tonight with Mr. Carl Hudson taking his place next month.  

He knows Mr. Hudson will do a great job.  Mr. Ponder wished all of Pickens County Council the very 

best in the future and extended his support and assistance, if needed.   

  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Education, Recreation, Health, Welfare and Planning Committee:  Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst 

provided the following report: 

                                                                                                       
 The Committee met on Monday, November 14, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at the Pickens County 
Administration Facility, Main Conference Room.  Committee Chairman Whitehurst presided with all 
Committee members in attendance.  Chairman Willis and Councilman Neil Smith were also in 
attendance. 
 
Staff:  
Gerald Wilson, County Administrator 
Ken Roper, County Attorney 
Crystal A. Alexander, Clerk to Council 
Chris Brink, Planning Director 
Denise Kwiatek, Emergency Management Director 
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Item Description Referred Report Previous Action 
7 Lake Hartwell regarding rules and 

regulation as it pertains to lake 
management and understanding 
the Corps of Engineers.  
 
Retained 2013 
Retained 2015 
Retained 2016 

01/22/2013 07/25/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
08/15/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
11/14/2016 
 
 
 

 Committee recommends drafting a 
letter to the Governor, the 
Commanding Officer of the Savannah 
District US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Lake Hartwell HOA, and Jeff Duncan 
in regards to the lake level.  Motion 
was made by Councilman Tom 
Ponder, seconded by Councilman 
Ensley Feemster and unanimously 
passed to approve the above 
recommendation. 

 
>Council unanimously approved to 
proceed with the letter as presented  
 
Update:  Letter was sent and a 
response letter was sent to full Council 
on 09/26/16 

 
 Committee recommends removing 

item no. 7 from the log with the 
direction for this to be reviewed and 
addressed again in the future. 

9 Complaints with Shooting Ranges 
(specifically Whitmire Road) 
 
First reading 03/02/2015 for an 
ordinance to make provisions for 
safe shooting.  
Retained 2016 

01/20/2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
07/18/2016 
 

06/15/2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
07/25/2016 
 
 
 
 

 Committee recommends for staff to 

draft an Ordinance based on many 

discussion items to include:  

 Types of ranges – rifle vs. pistol 

 Distance from dwellings  

 Noise limits/and noise limits 

back to the development 

standards 

 Use of explosive devices/targets 

 Fencing and other barriers 

>Council voted unanimously on 

07/18/16 to pull from this Committee 

the ban on shooting ranges, amend to 

exclude indoor shooting ranges, and 

place back into Committee. 

 Committee recommends to proceed 

with a second reading of the 

ordinance to make provisions for safe 

shooting, as amended to remove the 

statement presented in the UDSO 
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08/15/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11/14/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/05/2016 

Article 3 draft-Section 305-4-(b) as 

follows: “All firing positions/shooting 

stations, firing lines, and target lines 

shall be located at least one-fourth 

(1/4) mile, (one thousand three 

hundred twenty (1,320) feet) from 

any existing, occupied dwelling.”, and 

to send back to the Committee.  To 

also refer the proposed ordinance to 

the Planning Commission with the 

directive to notice a public hearing for 

citizen comment and send back to the 

Committee.  Motion above was made 

by Councilman Tom Ponder, 

seconded by Vice Chairman Trey 

Whitehurst and unanimously passed 

to approve the above 

recommendation. 

>Council unanimously approved the 
second reading of Ordinance No. 514, 
as presented by the Committee 
--Remains in Committee for public input 
before third reading 
 
 
 Committee recommends Ordinance 

No. 514, with respective revisions 
based on public input; go to full 
Council for final vote with the 
subsequent removal of the log item.  

 
 
>Council unanimously passed to 
constitute third reading of Ordinance 
No. 514. 

10 First reading of an ordinance to 
create a recreational district for 
Dacusville/unincorporated areas 
Reading 4/6/15 
Retained 2016 

04/06/2015 07/25/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Committee recommends to proceed 

with the second reading* of the 

ordinance to create recreational 

districts, as amended to include all six 

districts and not just Dacusville.  

Motion above was made by 

Councilman Tom Ponder, seconded 

by Councilman Ensley Feemster and 

unanimously passed to approve the 

http://www.co.pickens.sc.us/_fileUploads/agendas/No.%208%20(a)%20(1)-Log%20No.%209-Ord%20No.%20514%20UDSO%20Article%203%20Outdoor%20Shooting%20Range%20(Revised%2009.13.16).pdf
http://www.co.pickens.sc.us/_fileUploads/agendas/No.%208%20(a)%20(1)-Log%20No.%209-Ord%20No.%20514%20UDSO%20Article%203%20Outdoor%20Shooting%20Range%20(Revised%2009.13.16).pdf
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08/15/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
11/14/2016 

above recommendation.  

*Upon research it was determined that the 

referenced ordinance will require a first 

reading  

>Council unanimously approved the 
first reading in title only of an 
ordinance to create recreational 
district, as amended to include all six 
districts and not just Dacusville.  
 
 Committee recommends removing 

item no. 10 from the log, as no 
further action is required. 

11 Standards for Building Codes 
 

 

09/19/2016 11/14/2016 -Staff provided Committee with an 
overview and update on Code Officer 
certification.  Staff will provide another 
update within 30 days. 
 No Committee Action Taken 

--Remains in Committee 

 
Administration and Finance Committee:  Chairman Willis provided the following report: 

 

 The Committee of Administration and Finance met on Monday, November 14, 2016 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Pickens County Administration Facility, Main Conference Room.  All members of the 
Committee were in attendance with Chairman Willis presiding.  Councilman Ensley Feemster was 
also in attendance. 
 
Staff in Attendance:  
Gerald Wilson, County Administrator  
Ken Roper, County Attorney 
Crystal A. Alexander, Clerk to Council  
Ralph Guarino, Finance Director 
Tami Hall, Human Resources Director 
Denise Kwiatek, Emergency Management Director 
Creed Hash, Chief Deputy 
 

Item Description Referred Report Action 

3 Security policy  

 

 

Retained 12/2009 

Retained 12/2010 

Retained 12/05/2011 

Retained 2012 

Retained 2013 

Retained 2015 

Retained 2016 

10/19/09 03/05/2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council convened into executive 

session to receive a legal report. 

Several items were discussed and Staff 

was given direction to proceed with 

safety measures in certain offices. In 

addition, staff will continue to make 

changes and recommendations in 

public meeting rooms to provide safety 

for the public. 
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09/19/2012 

 

 

 

 

 

08/22/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/14/2016 

>public session reconvened with no 

further action.  

 

>Committee recommends that staff 

work with departments to get their 

input regarding safety issues and 

concerns. Staff will bring 

recommendations to committee within 

60 days. 

 

-Gerald Wilson briefed Council on 

security measures being taken at 

Administration Facility 

 Committee recommends Staff 

researching additional opportunities 

to improve overall security, to include 

but not limited to:  metal detectors; 

emergency notifications via texts to 

Staff and Council; etc. 

 

 Committee recommends removing 

item no. 3 from the log.  (Councilman Neil 

Smith temporarily absent at vote) 

43 Salary Review 
Retained 2015 
Retained 2016 

06/23/2014  

 

 

05/04/2015 

 

 

 

 

 

08/17/2015 

 

 

 

 

10/12/2015 

 

 

 

Staff will bring information back to 

committee. Retain for 2015 

 

Staff will come back to Council with 

adjusted minimums, and have input 

from department heads as it relates to 

skill set issues and competition with 

private sector 

 

No action, staff will obtain information 

about some of the questions relating to 

minimums in various departments. Also 

Staff will bring back a more condensed 

report and make recommendations 

 

>Staff will begin with the division of 

public works and come back with 

recommendations for starting pay for 

new hires and existing employees. Also, 
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07/18/2016 

 

 

 

08/22/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

staff will begin the process of hiring an 

outside consultant for reviewing job 

descriptions, pay, and reviewing 

assessments. This should be proposed 

in phases. 

 

Recommendations from Staff came 

back with the public works division 

adjustments and a Phase I Study.  

>>Council unanimously approved the 

pay adjustments in the division of 

public works for positions as 

recommended by staff.  

>>Council unanimously approved Phase 

I study by Archer for approximately 175 

positions at a cost of $44,386.  

>Committee moved to accept 

recommendation for the correction of 

minimum pay  (document dated 

8/17/2015)  

>>Council approved committee action 

of 09/23/2015 to accept the minimum 

pay correction.  

 

Council did amend the motion to state 

the Salary review to stay in committee 

so Council can look at the how the 

minimum will shift across the board as 

salaries are adjusted. 

 

>Council approved to send the recently 

received Compensation Plan to this 

Committee for further review 

 

 During discussion, the Committee 

requested Staff to determine the last 

time Council received a pay increase 

 Committee clarified that FICA and 

workers comp is not included in the 

study presented to Council; and 

further directed Staff to provide a 

complete list with all costs (FICA, 
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11/14/2016 

 

 

workers comp, etc.) 

 Committee asked if there is money in 

the budget for this expense.  Ralph 

Guarino stated there is approximately 

$900,000, if the County proceeds 

with the bond(s) 

 Committee recommends Staff to 

move forward with Phase II and 

Phase III, broken down by 

department as soon as possible. 

 

 Committee directed Staff to provide 

detail on Phase I by department to 

include difference before/after with 

percentage of increase. 

 Committee adjourned to Executive 

Session to discuss the compensation 

plan and reconvened with the 

following recommendation: Pull the 

compensation study from this 

Committee and add to the Executive 

Session Agenda on December 5th. 

 Committee recommends removing 

“Committee asked if there is money in 

the budget for this expense.  Ralph 

Guarino stated there is approximately 

$900,000, if the County proceeds with 

the bond(s)” from item no. 43. 

45 Ethics Policy 
Retained 2015  
Retained 2016 

08/18/2014 

 

08/15/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08/22/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No action, committee request to retain 

for 2015 

<Council discussed the need to further 

study boards and commissions during 

the 08/15/16 meeting. 

 

-Gerald Wilson advised the Committee 
of plans to host Boards and 
Commissions orientation for newly 
appointed members 
 The matter regarding the expired 

term amendment to the Boards and 
Commissions policy will be added to 
the September agenda, per Chairman 
Willis  
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11/14/2016 

--Remains in Committee 
 

 Committee recommends removing 
item no. 45 from the log. (Councilman Neil 

Smith temporarily absent at vote) 
66 Refinancing of Bonds 

Retained 2016 
 
 
Ordinance No. 512-Issuance and 
Sale of $1,550,000 GO Bond was 
sent to committee at second 
reading 

06/15/2015 

 

 

 

08/15/2016 

 

08/22/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/14/2016 

 

 

-Purpose of 06/15/15 item was to 

present an option to refinance high 

interest rate bonds separate from the 

GO Bond, per Ralph Guarino 

 During discussion of the item added 

08/15/16, the Committee needs to 

understand item no. 81 before 

making any decisions on item no. 66. 

 

 Committee recommends removing 

item no. 66 from the log. 

78 Video Cameras for 
Council Auditorium 

07/18/2016  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08/22/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/14/2016 

<Council unanimously approved to add 

the video camera request to 

Committee if the cost exceeds the 

Administrator’s authority of $5,000.  

The preliminary request was to install a 

total of 8 cameras in the Council 

Auditorium (One for each Council 

member, one for the podium and one 

for the Administrator and Attorney 

combined).                      

-The Administrator will advise Council 

of any updates 

-Gerald Wilson discussed three BIDs 

with Council 

 Council recommends Staff to move 

forward with CCTV with an 

approximate cost of $3,000 

 

 Committee recommends removing 

item no. 78 from the log. (Councilman Neil 

Smith temporarily absent at vote) 

 

79 

 

Develop Emergency 
Procedures 
 

08/15/2016 

 

08/22/2016 

 

 

 

 Committee recommends Staff to 

prepare emergency procedures to 

also include canned ordinances, 

possible issuance of satellite phones, 
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11/14/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/05/2016 

 

etc. and to provide this with the next 

agenda and report out to Council at 

that time. 

 

 Committee directed Staff to 

communicate to municipalities, and 

further implement a MOU or 

municipal agreement with them. 

 Committee recommends a first 

reading of Emergency Procedure 

Ordinance. 

--Remains in Committee 

 

>Council unanimously passed to 

constitute first reading in title only of 

the Emergency Procedure Ordinance as 

presented. 

80 Direct Staff to Develop 
Emergency Procedure 
Materials Immediately 

08/15/2016 

 

 

 

09/19/2016 

 

08/22/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11/14/2016 

-Gerald Wilson advised Denise Kwiatek 

is developing a plan and she has been 

in contact with Dorchester County 

 

-Emergency Procedures Update ready 
to present to Committee 
 
-Staff presented the Committee with 
the proposed Emergency 
Procedure/Plan. 
 Committee directed Staff to better 

clarify the Emergency Council is a 
communicating body, and not 
decision making body. 

 Committee recommends combining 
item no. 80 into item no. 79. 

81 Review of County reserves 
concerning  funding new and 
existing projects including but not 
limited to:  the Jail; the grading of 
the Industrial Site; new land 
acquisition; the compensation 
study; the Tri-County Tech 
building; and working capital 

08/15/2016 08/22/2016 

 

11/14/2016 

No Committee action taken 

 

 Committee recommends removing 

item no. 81 from the log. 

82 Clarification on Signatory 
Authority 

09/19/2016  

 

 

-Purpose of item is to clarify the 

signatory authority of the Council vs. 

the Administrator 
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11/14/2016  Committee recommends removing 

item no. 82 with direction for Staff to 

present to full Council at next 

meeting with inclusion of check 

signing authority and limits. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: S.C. Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70 (a)  
     Chairman Willis called for a motion to convene into Executive Session as defined by S.C. Code of Laws, 

Section 30-4-70 (a). Chairman Willis further stated that each issue would be discussed as the Law provides.  

 Motion was made by Chairman Willis, seconded by Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst and unanimously 

passed to convene in executive session for the stated purposes:  

Personnel-30-4-70 (a) (1) 

 Review of compensation study for Salary Review log item no. 43 

PUBLIC SESSION RECONVENED:  
     Chairman Willis called the Public Session back to order and advised the following motions: 

 Motion was made to pull the compensation study from the Committee and add to the Executive Session 

Agenda on December 5
th
.  This is reflective of the recommendation added to log item no. 43. 

 

END OF COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

MOTION PERIOD AND NEW BUSINESS:   

 Councilman Randy Crenshaw moved to pull log item no. 4, Council Rules and Updates, from the 

Justice and Public Safety Committee and place on the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Vice 

Chairman Trey Whitehurst and unanimously passed to add to the agenda before the Consent 

Agenda. 

 Chairman Willis moved to pull from the table, and add to the agenda, the third reading of 

Ordinance No. 522 regarding the issuance and sale of the $7,800,000 bonds to help fund the jail. 

Motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst and unanimously passed to add to the 

agenda after the Council Rules and Updates, and prior to the Consent Agenda. 

 

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 523 DISSOLVING THE AERONAUTICS 

COMMISSION OF PICKENS COUNTY AND TRANFERRING THE DUTIES THEREOF: 

 Motion made by Councilman Neil Smith, seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder and unanimously 

passed to constitute third reading of Ordinance No. 523. 

 Councilman Neil Smith commented the Airport was a department that did not have a full time 

position, and since the County added a full-time position, the commission was no longer needed.  

He further stated this is consistent with what has been done with other departments. 

 

SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 518 AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF 

CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OF PICKENS COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, KNOWN AS THE 

TEEN CANTEEN, TO THE CITY OF PICKENS; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED 

THERETO: 

 Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder and seconded by Councilman Randy Crenshaw to 

constitute second reading. 

 During discussion, Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst questioned ‘Exhibit A’ referenced in the 

ordinance and wanted to clarify the parking lot and building are combined.  He further requested a 

diagram of the property be included as Exhibit A of the ordinance for the third reading. 

-Ken Roper responded the building and the one parking lot beside it would be conveyed, and the 

other parking lot would be leased. 

 Chairman Willis clarified for the public the ordinance is in reference to the old Teen Canteen, 

also known as the old small gym in Pickens, that has been empty for a couple of years.  The City 
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of Pickens is interested in this property and the County is going to lease the property to them for 

$10.00 a year.  The County is giving the City one parking lot to use with that building; the 

County is retaining the other parking lot, at this point in time, to use potentially for other 

purposes.  She further stated this is the reason Council is being specific about what is being given 

versus what is not included at this point in time. 

 Motion passed unanimously passed to constitute second reading of Ordinance No. 518. 

 

CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE INDUCEMENT RESOLUTION NO. 2016-18 PROVIDING 

FOR (1) A FEE IN LIEU OF TAX AND INCENTIVE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN 

PICKENS COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND J.R. AUTOMATION TECHNOLOGIES, LLC, 

ACTING FOR ITSELF, ONE OR MORE SUBSIDIARIES, AFFILIATES, SUCCESSORS, 

ASSIGNS, LESSORS OR OTHER PROJECT SPONSORS, PURSUANT TO WHICH THE 

COUNTY SHALL COVENANT TO ACCEPT CERTAIN NEGOTIATED FEES IN LIEU OF AD  

VALOREM TAXES WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN FACILITIES OF THE COMPANY IN THE 

COUNTY; (2) THE BENEFITS OF A MULTI-COUNTY INDUSTRIAL OR BUSINESS PARK 

TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE COMPANY AND THE PROJECT; AND (3) OTHER 

MATTERS RELATING THERETO: 

 Motion was made by Chairman Willis and seconded by Councilman Neil Smith.  

 During discussion, Chairman Willis clarified the resolution is for a fee in lieu project that has been 

announced for J.R. Automation, who is going into the Commerce Park.  Typically when the 

County does an economic development project, an inducement resolution is completed early to 

provide the company assurance that the County intends to act on the ordinance.  This enables the 

company to move forward with their due diligence.  Chairman Willis further clarified all three 

readings have occurred, the ordinance has passed and the announcement has been made; however, 

the company’s attorney has requested this resolution to ensure all documents are executed for their 

records.  Chairman Willis stated this does not change anything the Council has already approved. 

 Motion unanimously passed to approve Resolution No. 2016-18 as presented. 

 

CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2016-19 AUTHORIZING LOAN UP TO 

$130,000.00 TO THE PUMPKINTOWN FIRE DISTRICT IN ORDER TO PURCHASE 0.64 

ACRES +/-, AT 2439 PUMPKINTOWN HWY. PICKENS, SC 29671 TO BE REIMBURSED FOR 

2017 BOND PROCEEDS FROM THE DISTRICT: 

 Motion was made by Councilman Neil Smith and seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder. 

 During discussion, Chairman Willis clarified the Fire District will reimburse all of the funds that 

are paid through the loan for them to put a new substation in the Pumpkintown area. 

 Motion unanimously passed to approve Resolution No. 2016-19 as presented. 

 

CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE THE ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT (AFG) 

APPLICATION THROUGH FEMA FOR THE PUMPKINTOWN FIRE DISTRICT; AND TO 

APPROVE THE FIRE DEPARTMENT PORTION OF THE MATCH TO APPROXIMATE 

$3,802.00 FROM THE DISTRICT’S SAFETY EQUIPMENT FUND: 

 Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder and seconded by Councilman Randy Crenshaw.  

 During discussion, Chairman Willis clarified all grant matches are required to come before 

Council.  The referenced funds are being disbursed from the Pumpkintown Fire District’s funds 

specifically; Council just provides oversight to that. 

 Motion unanimously passed to approve the AFG application as presented. 

 

CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE THE BID FOR GRADING AT THE COMMERCE PARK: 

 Chairman Willis asked Gerald Wilson to provide a summary of this request. 
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 -Mr. Wilson stated the bid is for parcels A, C, D and Omega, the four remaining sites at the 

Industrial park that need to be grading to finish out the project.  The total cost of the project, after 

the grants would be $1,828,294.   

 Chairman Trey Whitehurst asked Mr. Wilson how this would be paid. 

 -Mr. Wilson responded this would have to be paid from the General Fund and this would be 

factored into next year’s budget. 

 Motion was made by Chairman Willis, seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder and unanimously 

passed to approve the bid as presented. 

 Councilman Neil Smith stated the County has to move forward with this, as there are no more 

sites. The new council will have to deal with the issue that there are no more sites once these four 

are utilized.    

 Chairman Willis stated the County loses business because the referenced sites aren’t ready; and 

further challenged the new council to start looking immediately at the next location and to be 

ready.  Chairman Willis further stated “We have a great thing here; we have world leaders in our 

Park.  People want to come to Pickens County; they want to work here, they want to live here, they 

want to raise their families here.  It is our challenge to give them a place to do that with their 

business and be successful”. 

 Motion passed unanimously to approve the bid for grading at the Commerce Park as presented. 

 

COUNCIL RULES –UPDATE AND ETHICS:  (As pulled from Committee and added in Motion 

Period and New Business):  Proposed Council Rules 

 Motion was made by Councilman Neil Smith and seconded by Councilman Randy Crenshaw. 

 Motion passed unanimously to approve the Council Rules and Ethics, also known as the 

Organizational Rules for Pickens County Council, as presented to Council on 11/30/2016. 

 

THIRD READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 522 TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE 

OF NOT EXCEEDING SEVEN MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS 

($7,800,000) GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2016 OF PICKENS COUNTY, SOUTH 

CAROLINA, TO PRESCRIBE THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE PROCEEDS SHALL BE 

EXPENDED, TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT THEREOF, AND OTHER MATTERS 

RELATING THERETO. (As pulled from the table and added in Motion Period and New Business): 

 Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder and seconded by Councilman Neil Smith to 

constitute third reading. 

 Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst made a motion to amend to remove references to any other 

project except for the jail, so these funds will be allocated specifically for the use of the jail.  

Motion was seconded by Councilman Neil Smith and unanimously passed.  

 Motion unanimously passed to constitute third reading of Ordinance No. 522, as amended. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

 No Consent Agenda items. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: S.C. Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70 (a)  
Chairman Willis called for a motion to convene into Executive Session as defined by S.C. Code of Laws, 

Section 30-4-70 (a). Chairman Willis further stated that each issue would be discussed as the Law 

provides.  

 Motion was made by Councilman Ensley Feemster, seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder and 

unanimously passed to convene in executive session for the stated purposes:  

 

Personnel-30-4-70 (a) (1) 

 Compensation Study (Pulled from Admin & Finance Committee) 

 Other Personnel (1) 

http://www.co.pickens.sc.us/_fileUploads/agendas/Proposed%20Council%20Rules-2017%20(emailed%20to%20CC%2011.30.16).pdf
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Boards and Commissions-30-4-70 (a) (1) 

 Board and Commission Applications  (3) 

o Pumpkintown Fire District Board (2) 

o Dacusville Fire District Board (1) 

 

PUBLIC SESSION RECONVENED:  
 Chairman Willis called the Public Session back to order and advised the following motions: 

 

ACTION AS NEEDED VIA EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEMS:  
 

Personnel-30-4-70 (a) (1) 

 Compensation Study (Pulled from Admin & Finance Committee) –Action as follows: 

 Motion was made by Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst to approve funding effective 

January 1, 2017 for Phase I funding of the Compensation Study; as well as the 

employees of the elected officials, but not the elected officials themselves, from Phase II 

of the Compensation Study. 

 Motion was seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder and unanimously passed as 

presented. 

 Other Personnel (1) –Action as follows: 

 Motion was made by Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst to reimburse the Liberty district 

for all of the capital items associated with the Liberty Civic Auditorium; as well as to 

reimburse the Dacusville district for the security system capital items. 

 Motion was seconded by Councilman Neil Smith and unanimously passed to approve 

reimbursements as presented. 

 

Boards and Commissions-30-4-70 (a) (1) 

 Board and Commission Applications  (3)  

o Pumpkintown Fire District Board (2) –No Action 

o Dacusville Fire District Board (1) –No Action 

 

ADJOURN: 

 Hearing no further Council business, Chairman Willis called for a motion to adjourn. Motion was 

made by Councilman Tom Ponder, seconded by Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst and unanimously 

passed. Pickens County Council stood adjourned at 8:21 p.m. 

 

 

Respectively Submitted:         Approved: 

 

 

 

_______________________________           ____________________________ 

  Crystal A. Alexander, Clerk to Council            Chairman of County Council 

 
 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 


